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SINGAPORE SILAT FEDERATION
WITH SUPPORT OF
ASIAN PENCAK SILAT FEDERATION & INTERNATIONAL PENCAK SILAT FEDERATION

Trip to Azerbaijan (Official Silat Matters)
31st January to 05th February 2016
Agenda:
 Meeting with Chief Colonel General, Elchin I. Guliyev, from State Border
Service
 Meeting with National Olympic Committee of Azerbaijan (NOC Azerbaijan) Dr.
Chingiz Huseynzada, Vice President of the Islamic Solidarity Sports Federation
(ISSF) and also Vice President for NOC Azerbaijan
 Meeting with Mr. Hasanaga Rzayev, Assistant to the Chairman of the Exec.
Device of the NOC Azerbaijan
 Meeting with Mr. Sabuhi Rajab, Vice president of Azerbaijan Kickboxing
Federation and Vice President for Sport-Combat Sambo Federation
 Meeting with state members of Azerbaijan Pencak Silat Federation
 Upcoming Grand Prix Azerbaijan Pencak Silat Championship 2016
 Upcoming Courses – Coaching, Referee-Jury and Competition Secretariat
Course and Workshop/Seminar
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4th Islamic Solidarity Games
The Islamic Solidarity Games is a multi-national, multi-sport event. The Games involve the
elite athletes of the Organizations of the Islamic Conference. The Islamic Solidarity Sports
Federation (ISSF) is the organization that is responsible for the direction and control of the
Islamic Solidarity Games.
The first event was held in 2005 in Saudi Arabia and there are currently 57 members of the
Organization of the Islamic Conference. Non-Muslim citizens in the member countries are also
allowed to take part in the Games.
A second event, originally scheduled to take place in October 2009 in Iran, and later
rescheduled for April 2010, then it was cancelled. The next edition took place in 2013 in
Indonesia. The fourth edition (2017) will be held in Baku, Azerbaijan.
The General Assembly also features the election of the new staff of the Islamic Solidarity
Sports Federation for 2013-2017. Chingiz Huseynzada was re-elected vice-president of the
organization for the next four years. At the same time, a landmark decision on membership
of a woman in the executive committee of the Islamic Solidarity Sports Federation was made
for the first time on the basis of structural changes since 1968. Konul Nurullayeva became a
member of the executive committee.
Baku 2017 Islamic Solidarity Games, which will be held under the slogan “Solidarity is our
strength”, will bring together athletes from 57 countries.
Organization of the Islamic Cooperation (OIC), which is the second largest intergovernmental
organization after the UN with 57 member states spread over four continents.
Non-Muslim citizens in the member countries are also allowed to take part in the Games.
Permanent OIC Member States:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Africa = 26 countries
Asia (Central, South & South-East) = 12 countries
Middle East & North Africa = 14 countries
Easter Europe & Caucasia = 3 countries
South America = 2 countries
Country
Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
Azerbaijan
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Benin
Brunei
Burkina Faso

No.
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

Country
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lebanon
Libya
2

No.
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49

Country
Qatar
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Somalia
Sudan
Suriname
Syria
Tajikistan
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Cameroon
Chad
Comoros
Cote d’lvoire
Djibouti
Egypt
Gabon
Gambia
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana

30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40

Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Mauritania
Morocco
Mozambique
Niger
Nigeria
Oman
Pakistan
Palestine

50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57

Togo
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Uganda
United Arab Emirates
Uzbekistan
Yemen

Azerbaijan Pencak Silat Federation
The Azerbaijan Pencak Silat Federation is currently led by Head Coach, Mr. Abbas Hunbatov,
together with Colonel Mr. Syamir and his members, has manage to get a meeting slot with
the Chief Colonel General, Elchin I. Guliyev, from State Border Service on 3rd February 2016.
Mission: To get Pencak Silat into the 4th Islamic Solidarity Games 2017 held in Baku,
Azerbaijan.
Items discussed: 







Introduction on the function of International Pencak Silat Federation (PERSILAT)
Introduction and briefing on Bapak Prabowo Subianto, President of PERSILAT
Meeting with Chief Colonel General, Elchin I. Guliyev, from State Border Service
Meeting with National Olympic Committee of Azerbaijan (NOC Azerbaijan) Dr. Chingiz
Huseynzada, Vice President of the Islamic Solidarity Sports Federation (ISSF) and also
Vice President for NOC Azerbaijan
Meeting with Mr. Hasanaga Rzayev, Assistant to the Chairman of the Exec. Device of
the NOC Azerbaijan
Meeting with Mr. Sabuhi Rajab, Vice president of Azerbaijan Kickboxing Federation
and Vice President for Sport-Combat Sambo FederationMeeting with Secretary

Meeting with Chief Colonel General, Elchin I. Guliyev, from State Border Service
Reached his office and was welcomed very warmly by the Chief Colonel General, Elchin I.
Guliyev, from State Border Service. He is accompanied by his Interpreter, cameraman and
another officer to take minutes. He said he is very happy to meet us and welcomed us warmly
to Baku. He spoke to us of the new Baku and Azerbaijan. The country has evolved and
becoming more open to others. With the recent European Games held at Baku in September
2015, it was an eye opener to the rest of the European world and also the neighboring
countries. He is also supporting anything that will benefit the nation.
Mr. Sheik then opened his conversation by thanking the Chief for the overwhelming welcome
he had given us. We are both amazed by Baku and its development. The city and the people
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are so accommodating, friendly and clean. Filled with historical and traditional values. Our
main intention to come to Azerbaijan, is to have a hope that Pencak Silat will be incorporated
to the coming Islamic Games in Baku, 2017 and henceforth the chance to be in the Olympic
Games. Mr. Abbas and his Silat team there is willing to work hard and ensure that Pencak Silat
will excel in Azerbaijan. As President for Asian Pencak Silat Federation, Mr. Sheik is working
very hard also towards our same goal to include Silat in Asian Games which has been achieved
to be in 2018 at Indonesia, next step is the Olympic Games aim to be in 2024.
However, The Chief mentioned it may not be possible to include Pencak Silat in Islamic Games
as they just recently confirmed the sports to be in the Game. If we had come perhaps 2 or a
week before, there might still have a chance. However, he excused himself to make a call to
the NOC Azerbaijan. He came back awhile later and apologized that it is not possible. But he
encouraged us to perhaps hold a World Championship or World Cup in the same status this
year to promote Silat and continue to expose Silat to other countries and also coming to Baku
Azerbaijan. The Chief will support all the activities that we wished to be done. He told Mr.
Abbas to let him know of all the proposed activities and he will see that it will be done.
In return we thanked him so much for the full support and we will work together with Mr.
Abbas and his team to get the work done. Before that, Mr. Sheik asked for permission to do
a Keris presentation process to the Chief. Mr. Sheik did his moves and the Chief was so
impressed by his presentation. We handed him the Keris and also the plaque which he
received with open heart and mind. At the same time, he also presented us a carpet which is
handmade specially in Azerbaijan. He even brought us to view the pictures along the corridor
and describing them to us. We had some photos taken and he actually walked with us to our
car. Again, he thanked us for coming and if we enjoyed the stay in Baku. Mr. Sheik said up till
now we have had a great time but our only disappointment is that we missed the snow. The
Chief upon hearing that asked if we never get to see snow or skiing at all, offered us to go up
to Qabalah and go skiing with him. Mr. Sheik initially rejected his invitation as we are
supposed to fly off tomorrow but after being coerced that everything will be arranged
including our flights, we humbly accepted his invitation.
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Ceremony of Keris presentation to Chief Colonel-general Elchin I. Guliyev, from State Border Service
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Meeting with National Olympic Committee of Azerbaijan (NOC Azerbaijan),
Dr Chingiz Huseynzada, Vice President of the Islamic Solidarity Sports Federation (ISSF)
and also Vice President for NOC Azerbaijan

Conference held with Dr. Chingiz Huseynzada, Vice President of ISSF and also NOC Azerbaijan.
Among him are his assistants and several reporters and cameramen. On our side, we have
Mr. Sheik, Mr. Abbas, Mr. Sabuhi, our own interpreter and myself. Dr. Chingiz welcomed us
to Azerbaijan. He mentioned that decision of the games included in the Islamic Games is
already confirmed. It is quite unlikely to include one more.
Dr. Chingiz however mentioned that he need more details about Pencak Silat and in fact he
has no idea what is that sport. He is asking if it is possible for us to hold a competition of
similar level as World Championship or European Championship etc. so that he and his
committee will be able to understand the game further.

9

APSIF to Azerbaijan | APSIF

Mr. Sheik mentioned that he is willing to support Azerbaijan Silat team with this competition.
Hence, the meeting ended with an exchange of souvenir and plaque to the VP of NOC. He also
presented us souvenirs from their recent European games.

Dr Chingiz Huseynzada receiving the plaque of behalf of NOC Azerbaijan

Followed with the meeting, Mr. Sheik was interviewed by a reporter in regards to his visit to
Azerbaijan and how he finds this country. Later it was followed by a TV reporter to highlight
him as well. The clip was to come out on the 5 February news channel later on the week. They
also interviewed Mr. Sabuhi in regards to his involvement too.
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Meeting with Mr Hasanaga Rzayev, Assistant to the Chairman of the Exec. Device of the
NOC Azerbaijan
We went over to the next building which is the Youth Development where we meet up with
Mr. Hasanaga Rzayev, Assistant to the chairman of the Exec. Device of the NOC Azerbaijan.
We were also warmly greeted by him. We explained the same reason we are here. Mr.
Hasanaga said he heard of our meeting over the other building and explained he will do his
part to help wherever he can.
He is happy to meet us and hope all be well. We also exchanged gifts between each other.
After the meeting, Mr. Sabuhi brought us to the training ground where the athletes are doing
their runs in the indoor stadium.
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Mr. Hasanaga Rzayev receiving the plaque of behalf of device of NOC Azerbaijan
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Meeting with Mr. Sabuhi Rajab, Vice president of Azerbaijan Kickboxing Federation and
Vice President for Sport-Combat Sambo Federation
Sanur Building where we met Mr. Sabuhi Rajab, Vice president of Azerbaijan Kickboxing
Federation and Vice President for Sport-Combat Sambo Federation.
Here, Mr. Sheik explained to him the intention we come to Baku and that is to hopefully get
Pencak Silat into the 4th Islamic Solidarity Games to be held in Baku 2017. Mr. Sabuhi
mentioned that Mr. Abbas is his teacher since he is very young and he is more than willing to
help him to achieve as much for Silat in Azerbaijan. He will try as much to support wherever
he can. Later he presented to us souvenirs from the traditional Azerbaijan lifestyle. Mr. Sheik
also presented him a keris and plaque.
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Meeting with Members of Azerbaijan Pencak Silat Federation
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Meeting with Colonel Rasul (Head of FBI)
We had the chance to have a meeting with Colonel Rasul. Shared with him on our intention
and purposes for coming to Baku, which is to include Pencak Silat in Islamic Games.
At the end of the meeting, we were presented by him with a Commander Beret. Presentation
of a beret to an individual is consider is to honour them.

Training Venue
Currently, the Pencak Silat Azerbaijan team is training at a Multi-Purpose Hall. They are
sharing the hall with the Gymnastic Team.

While Mr. Sheik is there, the sport managed to gain confidence from the government, NOC,
students, and more. Good news after Mr. Sheik’s first visit to the training hall, they are able
to secure another training ground, completed furnished with some training equipment as
fast as only few days apart.
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Should Azerbaijan Pencak Silat Federation managed to recruit more than 150 students, they
will be able to utilize the Sports Hall for their training session.

Mr. Sheik did a short training session with the members to show on the tactics and
techniques.

Trying out the new padding that was brought in from Singapore at Azerbaijan Pencak Silat
Federation Office.
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R & R (Rest and Relax – Recreations)
The host has been providing us with great service, warmth hospitality, serving us delicious
food, and showing us the activities and attractions available in Azerbaijan. We did get the
chance to enjoy ourselves with some skiing, shooting,
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Conclusion
The visit to Azerbaijan is an eye opener. From a country which is always in the middle
of war due to their positioning on the earth, they are now an independent country though
many fall to protect their country. They have improved their life to appoint that they are now
at the same level as other European countries. They even hosted the 2015 European Games
providing the best competition arenas and venues you can ever imagined.
We hope the Pencak Silat will be able to be penetrated to the 4th Islamic Solidarity Games in
Baku, Azerbaijan 2017. From here, the journey of Pencak Silat will continue stronger and
hopefully to the Olympic Games 2024.
We have sent in letters to the President of Islamic Solidarity Sports Federation, HRH Prince
Nawaf Faisal Fahd Abdul Aziz, and also to the President of Olympic Council of Asia, His
Excellency Sheikh Ahmad Al-Fahad Al-Sabah, for support on the inclusion of Pencak Silat to
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be included in the Islamic Games, and putting hopes receiving support from these two
organizations.
Azerbaijan National Olympic Council and the ISSF is very determined and eager to include the
sport, and they will relook into this matter again, even though the inclusion and confirmation
of sports has been confirmed a month ago.
A lot of matters managed to be done during our trip there, which one of it is receiving an
endorsement from Azerbaijan National Olympic Council stating that Pencak Silat is one of a
recognized sport in Azerbaijan.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank for their support and sincere
assistance in making this meeting a success.
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